
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

On a sad note we think about Malcolm McKenzie, who 

recently passed away, a number of us represented our 

club at his farewell. Jeanette Jackson has written about 

him in this newsletter and I would like to thank her for 

that. 

 

The Council has given us some storage in our meeting 

place, which we will have to share with 

another occupant, however we are happy with the 

space they gave us, it saves a lot of carting stuff around 

with us, urns, cups, coffee, regalia etc. 

 

The council has also invited us to participate in a grant, 

to see if there was anything we could 

use at our meetings.  Unfortunately, the application 

came very late so we had no chance to discuss this 

out our normal meeting.  We have put in for a few 

items, one being a mobile microphone as the one we 

have is a bit dangerous with the cord attached to it.  

We have also applied for a projector, screen and stand, 

a lockable storage cupboard that we can put into the 

storage supplied to us. 

 

We are applying together with a lot of local clubs in 

the Camden municipality, if we finish with only 1 or 2 

items we will be thankful.  It was not our idea to ask 

for anything, but the offer came to us and we were 

asked to participate. It shows we are well thought of in 

our community 

 

We had 2 coffee mornings – at the first one we had 11 

members, the next we had 7 with 5 apologies.  I am 

happy with the result and will keep it on trial for the 

next couple of months.  

 

All our activities are operating very well and we sure 

entertain a lot of our members, and some of the people 

on our waiting list.  Our members are very hospitable 

and it encourages a lot of friendship which is very 

pleasing. 

 

“When I was young I was scared of the dark. 

Now when I see my bill I am scared of the lights” 

 

Yours in Probus 

Tony Wolf                                       

 

       

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 2014/2015 
 

PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

   Ronald Crawford   46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin   46266961 

   Ken Starkey     46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford   46477825 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty   86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina    46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill    46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Art Appreciation  Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club    Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

Cards     Jeanette Jackson    46479986 

     Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making    Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft     Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening    Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet    Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography    Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows    Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours     Peter O’Loughlin   4626 6961 

Travel Tales     Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa             46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 

Friday, 1 Aug 2014: Gloria and Norm Meredith 

Friday, 5 Sept 2014: Mary and Peter Michel 
 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am. If you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Lt. Col Peter Sweeney RFD 

(Retired) speaking to us on The Gallipoli Campaign 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Sue Alcock, Brian Ball, Fay Bowen, Kevin Burrows, 

David Hill, Jean Hobbs, Alan Hobbs,  Colette 

Keyworth, Mary Michel, Jim Mossman, George 

Selway, Tony Wolf. 

  

WELFARE:  I’m pleased to report that Pat Cranfield 

and Joy Tracey are on the mend and we hope to see 

them soon. 

 

 

VALE – MALCOLM McKENZIE 
26

th
 August 1931 – 4

th
 July 2014 

 

It is not until you attend a funeral that one realises you 

don’t know a person as well as you thought. 

 

Malcolm and Jill married in 1956 and had 2 sons and 2 

daughters.  To mention all the places they have lived 

would take all the available space I have been allotted.  

Safe to say, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, New 

Zealand and New South Wales. 

 

Malcolm was a qualified accountant and put his skills 

to good use in varying fields.  He got a little bored so 

started Creative Wardrobes in the Macarthur District.  

He sold that and went back into accountancy. 

 

He was a proud Rotary member of Narellan Rotary for 

over forty years.  He was awarded a Paul Harris 

Fellow for his outstanding Commitment to Service and 

Youth Exchange to name some of his deeds.  This was 

evident by the attendance of past outward students and 

their Team Leaders. 

 

In early 2007 an advertisement was placed in the local 

newspaper by Narellan Rotary for an expression of 

interest in the formation of a Probus Club.  The rest is 

history and we were chartered in the same year. 

 

What a great committee we had and the best Board 

Meetings – red wine, food, more red wine, our 

business meeting and more red wine.  How Malcolm 

loved his wine.  However, he knew all the rules and 

without him steering us in the right direction we would 

have floundered. 

 

He was involved at top level with the Retirement 

Village Residents Association, and was well known 

throughout NSW by the residents he was able to help. 

 

Malcolm was a good footballer in his youth and a 

swimmer which continued until he got sick last year.   

His other love was classical music and his daughter 

said that at the end of his life he had his music playing 

and a contented look on his face.  What a way to go.  

 

Malcolm will be sadly missed by all his friends and 

our love and condolences go to Jill and their family. 

 

REST IN PEACE OUR PROBUS FRIEND 

 

 

 

PROFILE – Fay Bowen 

 
I was born in Kogarah in 

1936, the second of four 

girls, and my parents 

bought a weatherboard 

house in the area down 

towards Ramsgate. My 

sisters and I all went to St. 

Patrick’s School at 

Kogarah, where we were 

supposed to be growing into “young ladies”, but as I 

turned out to be the tomboy in the family, it didn’t 

quite happen in my case.  In the last two years of my 

schooling to do the Leaving Certificate, I transferred to 

St. Vincent’s College, Potts Point, which was quite an 

eye-opener, especially the walk to the Railway station, 

through King’s Cross. 
 

My first job was at the Health Dept. N.S.W. in the T.B. 

Division, and when I turned 18 we were able to go 

with a team of 1 doctor, 2 nurses, and 1 clerk, to test 

schoolchildren in country areas to find if they had had 

any contact with tuberculosis. As a junior clerk, that 

mostly consisted of making sure their cards were 

signed and correctly filled in and then date stamp 

them. After doing a night course learning tracing of 

surveyors’ maps I then moved to the Public Works 

Department, where I stayed until I was married to 

Gerard. 

 

After marriage, it was not long before there were 5 

little Bowens on this planet, and I soon came down to 

earth with a thump! After the first two children we 

moved into our new home at Leumeah. They have now 

all moved on with their own lives, and brought lots of 
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fun and laughter with 8 grandchildren. After my 

husband’s death in 2004 I had to “get a life”- part of 

which is having outings and holidays with Probus, 

without which I can truthfully say I would go “nuts”, 

as those people who went on the Armadale Trip would 

surely know. I also have a passion for Patchwork, and 

walks at Mount Annan. 

 

 

YULEFEST LUNCH – Bob Bee 

 

What a chilly and blustery morning it was when 60 

odd Probusers set out for our Christmas in July event.  

Spread over two coaches (really 1 ½ coaches) we 

travelled via the M5, M7, M2 and finally M1 (stopping 

for morning tea in a little park near Pearce’s Corner on 

Pennant Hills Rd) to arrive at Linton Gardens in 

Somersby. This was a lovely reception centre used for 

weddings and such like. 

 

We arrived a tad early (due to unexpectedly good 

traffic) so inspected the gardens and its quaint little 

chapel.  Unfortunately we couldn’t see the chapel’s 

interior as none of us knew how to pick the padlocks 

on the doors. 

 

 
 

                          Linton Gardens 

 

We settled into the dining area with tables of eight and 

enjoyed a lovely lunch of ‘pumpkin and something 

else’ soup, a roast main and dessert of either pavlova 

& kiwi fruit or pudding and custard. The drinks bar 

was popular with very reasonably priced drinks. 

 

Lunch was supported by excellent musical 

entertainment via a one person band and songstress – 

Kerri Lewis.  Kerri had a computer driven music 

synthesiser and, after singing her own selection of 

Christmas and other songs at conversation comfortable 

volume, she took requests and was able to play and 

sing them with amazing ease. This was followed by a 

sing-a-long of favourite hits from the 60s and 70s 

where we were able to show our age. An entertainer to 

keep in mind for other occasions perhaps? 

 

There was dancing when some brave souls (dare I 

mention ‘Runaway Sue’?) took the floor after lunch. 

Our always welcome visitor, John, displayed some 

hidden talent with Colette, and eventually paired with 

Paul Hay. It wasn’t clear who was leading. 

 

After a lovely time of dining and dancing, we headed 

back to Narellan, arriving safely thanks to Keith and 

Donna after another Grand Day Out. 

 

 

Archibald Prize 2014 
 

A group of our members arrived early at the Art 

Gallery of NSW for what has now become an annual 

Narellan Probus personal tour of the Archibald Prize 

for portrait painting exhibition.  

 

Our gallery guide Shirley, entertained and informed us 

with her fascinating anecdotes delivered with humour 

and pathos, of the artists and explanations as to how 

and why some of the artwork was created. Most of us 

agreed that the portrait of Penelope Seidler which was 

created using an airbrush was a worthy winner. Of 

particular interest, however, was the portrait by 

comedian Anh Do of his father, the fascinating portrait 

of cyclist Anna Meares and the picture of Sir Les 

Patterson which won the Packing Room Prize. A 

favourite of our group was the portrait of 93 year old 

Tom Uren by Mirra Whale.         

 

 

 
 

 

 

A Note from our Membership Officer 

 

If any member has misplaced their Membership 

Badge, did not receive their Membership Card or have 

misplaced it please see either Ron or Beverley 

Crawford 

 



INTEREST GROUPS: 

                             

 Art  Appreciation  -  Francoise Kirkland 

    

 
 

                Monkey business by Joy Tracey 

                          

 Book Club – Pat and Ray Cranfield 

Our local Library now has a service whereby it is 

possible for registered book clubs to bulk borrow 

books at no cost. A wonderful service which we are 

utilising. This month's study is "The Book Thief", by 

Markus Zusack. We will discuss it at our next meeting 

on Monday, 18th August. 

 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 29
th
 August at Camden 

R.S.L  2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per 

person which includes bowls. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Last month’s cards caused some headaches for a few 

people but the end results were worth it. An elegant 

black and white card featured a handmade crocheted 

flower. The cards for our next meeting, on Tuesday 

12
th
 August, are still under construction.  

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Thank you to the Ladies who donated 8ply wool for 

our Wrap with Love project.  Craft will be on Tuesday 

5
th

 August and Tuesday 19
th

  August at 1.30pm. 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Cards will be held on 29th August at 7.00 pm at 4 

Giddings Link, Harrington Park.  If you can't attend 

could you please phone 46479986.  We have limited 

the numbers to 30. By phoning it allows us to phone 

next on the reserve list.  Thank you 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Thanks to Margaret Dixon for having our last 

gardening meeting at her home. It was very cold so a 

few ventured out for the morning. 

 

Our next day out is Friday 22nd August to the "Animal 

& Biosecurity" at Elizabeth Macarthur. Yes, the visit 

has been on our calendar all year and Margaret Rubesa 

has kindly organised it along with her walking group. 

There has been some confusion, but there is just the 

one group visit.  

 

The days are warming up at last so it’s good to get into 

the garden again. 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Our next Meeting will be on Friday 8
th 

August in the 

Large Hall at 10am, where we will review the final 

historic photos for Sue. Bring along some photos you 

wish to edit and/or  copy. They can be in any format- 

print, slide, negative or digital file. ( Don't forget a 

memory stick ) 

 

For those who have no photos to copy we will have a 

selection of photographic books for you to study. 

Some of you may wish to go around the grounds to 

find some  objects for your homework topics, so bring 

your program & cameras along. 

 

We will also have a look at next meeting plans. 

PS . If you have trouble parking, park where you used 

to over the road, & if challenged say you are going to 

photography class with Ros. 

                      Happy Snapping 

 

Walking/Dining Group – Margaret Rubesa 

  

Thursday, 21
st
 August. “Kiama Coastline Walk  

Depart Library car park 8.30am.  We will car pool, 

duration of walk is 2-2½ hours classified as medium. 

We will be walking over grass, paddocks, some up 

hills, steps and along paved footpaths.  Lunch in 

Kiama either at a café or bring along your own lunch 

to be eaten in the park.  Walk mainly hugs the 

coastline.  

 

Friday, 22
nd

 August: Tour of “Animal & 

Biosecurity” at Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural 

Institute, Menangle.  Free entry.  We will meet at 

Narellan Library car park for an 8.45am departure. 

Drive to the Institute, commence tour at 9.00am, 

duration 2 hours.  This outing coincides with the 

garden group.  I organised this on behalf of Sue as she 

was having difficulty in making contact.  As we get 

closer to the date, I will have detailed information for 

the day, I will also speak to Sue as to how her garden 

group wishes to organise themselves. 

 

Monday, 25
th

 August:  Lunch at “The Plough & 

Harrow Pub”, Camden at 12.00pm.  Order off the 

menu, pay individually.   

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

John Williamson 

Campbelltown Catholic Club – Cube 

mailto:gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au


Sat 6
th
 September 8pm. 

Dinner in Bistro at Club from 6pm. 

 

The Wharf Revue 

Casula Powerhouse 

Sat 27
th
 September 8pm   

 

October 

The Last Confession – David Suchet 

Wednesday October 1
st
   1pm 

Theatre Royal  

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 
Another monthly nearly gone, Yulefest a thing of the 

past, guess we look forward to Christmas now. 

 

At our meeting next Friday payment for our trip to 

Penrith is due, also still a couple of places left for our 

Melbourne trip next March, all deposits need to be 

paid by the September meeting, though a lot have 

already paid deposits. 

 

On instructions received from our intrepid shows 

organiser and international jetsetter, I have confirmed a 

reservation of 20 seats for Dirty Dancing at the Lyric 

Theatre on 11
th
 February 2015 for the matinee session. 

Keep this in mind, when Joyce finally returns to “OZ” 

she will take bookings for that show. 

 

Lastly, for those who have seats for Strictly Ballroom 

next Wednesday, I will be on the 9.58am train ex 

Macarthur, 10.04 @ Leumeah, as usual 2
nd

 carriage 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Our last Travel Tales’ meeting was well attended with 

28 members enjoying Peter’s presentation of his recent 

trip to the South Island of New Zealand. Thank you 

again David Llewellyn for helping Peter with the 

presentation. The result was a wonderful view of New 

Zealand scenery and how Christchurch is recovering 

from the earthquake. 

Ros treated us to her highlights of New Zealand. We 

saw a wide variety of amazing photos with different 

aspects of New Zealand. As many of us have toured 

New Zealand it brought back some very fond 

memories. 

Our next Travel Tales meeting will be Wednesday 

20
th

 August commencing at 7:30pm at Park Central 

Campbelltown when Cyril Kirkland is going to share 

some of his experiences in France. Everyone is very 

welcome to attend. 

It is so good to have so many people who are willing to 

share their travel photos. 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

CALENDAR: 

 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 

 

Aug 1 General Meeting, Narellan Community Centre  

 Queen Street, Narellan 

Aug 5 Craft with Mary 

Aug 8 Photography with Ros 

Aug 12 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 15 Tour: Around Penrith 

Aug 18 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Aug 19 Craft with Mary 

Aug 20 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Aug 21 Kiama Coastline Walk 

Aug 22 Tour of Animal & Biosecurity at the Elizabeth 

Macarthur Agricultural Institute, Menangle 

Aug 22 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Aug 29 Photography with Ros 

Aug 29 Cards at Harrington Park Casino 7pm 

Sept 2 Craft with Mary 

Sept 5 General Meeting 10am, Narellan Community 

Hall Queen Street Narellan  

Sept 6 John Williamson – C’town Catholic Club – 

The Cube – 8pm 

Sept 9 Card Making with Marion 

Sept 12 Photography with Ros 

Sept 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Sept 17 King & I,  Opera House, Matinee 

Sept 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Sept 19 Tour: Historic Mount Kembla Village 

Sept 26 Gardening with Sue 

Sept 26 Cards 7pm 

Sept 27 Casula Powerhouse, 8pm 

Sept 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 1  The Last Confession, Theatre Royal 1pm 

Oct 2 Garvin Institute Tour 

Oct 3 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

 Hall, Queen Street, Narellan 

Oct 7 Craft with Mary 

Oct 9 Pimms and Croquet at Camden Valley Inn 

Oct 10 Photography with Ros 

Oct 14 Card Making with Marion 

Oct 15 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Oct 18 – 23  Grafton Tour 

Oct 20  Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Oct 24 Gardening with Sue 

Oct 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 31 Cards 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  1 Aug 2014 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  5 Sept 2014 

                  10am –12noon 


